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getting baptised

The aim of this study is to look at what the Bible says about baptism and answer
some of the common questions raised. Maybe you’ve picked this up because
you're interested in the meaning of baptism or perhaps you have been given it
because you have recently become a Christian or are preparing to get baptised.

Take some time to look up the Bible verses below and jot down what you
discover. We run a “Looking at Baptism” class periodically on Sunday mornings
which looks at this booklet and provides an opportunity to ask questions as you
think through your baptism. You can find when the next one is running at our
website: www.gracechurchnottingham.org

what Is the gospel?

If you look through the pages of Acts, which is the story of the beginning and
growth of the church we find many being baptised in response to the gospel
message.

For example take a look at Acts 8 v26-34. Philip is directed by the Spirit to an
important Ethiopian official who was returning from Jerusalem in his chariot
reading Isaiah 53. In v34 Philip is invited to explain the meaning of the passage
and so he “told him the good news about Jesus”.

How would you explain the good news about Jesus to someone?




how did the first disciples respond?

Acts records many occasions how individuals and groups responded to the
gospel — for example:

e Acts 2 v36 — 41 records the crowds response to Peter's preaching about
Jesus

e Acts 8 v4-17 tells how Philip went to Samaria preaching the “good news” of
Jesus and the response of the people who heard his message.

In Acts 16 v25-34 in a dramatic turn of events Paul’s jailer cries out “What must |
do to be saved?" and he and his whole family put their faith in God.

Take a look at all three passages.1 What would you say all three accounts have
in common?

What did the responses the people made above include each time before they
were baptised?

Acts2v _

Acts8v

Acts 16 v




why should | be baptised?

1. All who believed were baptised

Being baptised does not make you a Christian. The question is, should a
Christian be baptised? We have already seen that having believed, groups and
individuals were baptised at the first opportunity. (For example Acts 8 v36) This
was the practice of the early church.

2. Jesus commands baptism

A Christian is someone who knows Jesus is Lord of their life and out of love is
committed to following Him. Take a look at Matthew 28 v19-20. This passage
records some of the last words of Jesus before going back into heaven and is
known as the Great Commission. What things did Jesus command?

3. Jesus was baptised

Jesus however, does not command us to do something he was not prepared to
do himself. Read Matthew 3 v13-17. Though he did not need to be baptised
since he did not need to repent, Jesus identified with us and our sin through his
baptism, and when we are baptised we are publically identifying with Jesus.



what does baptism mean?

The Greek word “Baptizo” literally means to submerge, immerse or dip and at its
simplest baptism is a picture of the washing away of sin that has taken place in
our life, having become a Christian. (Acts 22 v16)

Take a look at how Paul describes baptism in Romans 6 v3 -14. When you
became a Christian you were joined to Jesus, or as Paul pictures it here,
“baptised” (immersed) into Him. He says in v4-5 that three things that happened
to Jesus have also happened to you.

1. D

2. B

3. R

Baptism by immersion, that is, going down into the water, laying under water and
being raised back up out of the water (fairly quickly!) graphically pictures these
three things and is a wonderful witness to others of your faith in Christ and new
life in Him.

Going down into the water you are saying:

“As you were crucified on the cross, so through faith in you Jesus, my old life
and the way | used to live has been crucified and has now gone.”

Laying under the water you are saying:

“As you were buried in the tomb so my old self-centred life is buried. I'm saying
good bye to it at my “old life” funeral.”

Being raised up out of the water you’re saying:

“The power that raised you Jesus from death to life is now at work in me
empowering me to live a new life with you.”
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Though it may seem scary and humiliating to be involved in such a public act of
surrender, it translates into a powerful witness to all who are there to see it

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins
away, calling on his name.” (Acts 22 v 16)

getting baptised

Once you have worked through this study take a look at “telling your story”
below and then find a Grace Church member to chat through the study and ask
any questions you may have.

They will also be able to help you with your testimony or story of how you
became a Christian. Being baptised enables you to publically nail your colours to
the mast as a disciple of Jesus. Before you are actually baptised you will be able
to tell something of your story, though remember to keep it short!

OK, what have you discovered so far?

Does baptism make a person a Christian?

D Yes D No I:I Not sure.

Does baptism before someone is a believer fulfil Christ’s

command?

After someone has become a Christian should they wait until

they feel good enough to be baptised?

After someone has been baptised does that mean they will

now be perfect?




telling your story

Look at how Paul uses his testimony and the way he tells it in Acts 26 v4-23.

Can you see how his speech divides up into what he was like BEFORE he
became a Christian, the circumstances surrounding HOW he met Jesus and the
difference SINCE knowing Him.

BEFORE Acts 26 verses
HOW Acts 26 verses
SINCE Acts 26 verses

Paul often told his story and is recorded telling it three times in Acts. (Chapters
9, 22 and 26) See how “Jesus focused” it is. Paul’'s testimony is all about Jesus
and the difference He has made — from persecuting Christians to preaching
Christ!

Your testimony may not be as dramatic as Paul’'s. You may have grown up in a
Christian family and cannot really speak about your life before knowing Christ.
The important thing is that you know him now and are able to speak about Jesus
and what he means to you now.

Jot down some thoughts on the next couple of pages about what your life was
like before becoming a Christian if you can, and how you became a Christian or
came back to Christ. What did you understand about your sin, what Jesus had
done, and how did you respond? Then think about the difference Jesus is
making in your life now. (You can use pages at the end for further notes)



Your life before you met Jesus

How you came to believe

Since you became a Christian
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how to finish

Telling your story at your baptism enables others to hear what Jesus has done
for you and for you to declare your commitment to, and desire to follow him.
Finish your story by completing the sentence: And I want to be baptised today
because...

Now you need to book into the next “Looking at Baptism” course if you've not
already done so. This will give you the opportunity to go over what you have
written, answer any questions you have and think about the next step for you.

See appendix 3 or go to our website at: www.gracechurchnottingham.org.
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what is the process if | want to get
baptised?

Work through this booklet, possibly with a friend and then get booked into the
next Looking at Baptism group which run periodically through the year. These
will answer any questions you may have, look at what the Bible has to say about
baptism and will help you prepare your testimony.

See appendix 3 or you can apply online at: www.gracechurchnottingham.org.

Ask a Grace Church member to come with you to the baptism sessions and then
they will help you with your testimony. We’'ll then let you know when the next
baptisms are planned for (or you can check on our website).

how will | know when | am ready to be
baptized?

If you have responded to the gospel by repenting of your sin and trusted in
Christ's sacrifice for you with a desire to follow him you are ready to be
baptised! (Acts 2 v 38)

telling my story scares me, will someone
help me”?

Absolutely! We take a look at how to write your testimony during the Looking at
Baptism sessions. Ask as Grace Church member to come with you to these and
they will be able to help you with your testimony.
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can | choose who will baptize me?

Yes! Think of a Grace Church member you'd like to baptise you. I’'m sure they'd
be thrilled to baptise you, together with one of the leaders serving that Sunday.
Ask the person you'd like to baptise you to come to the Looking at Baptism
sessions with you.

should | be baptised if |'"ve
confirmed?

Hopefully you have seen from this booklet and study of scripture that after re-
pentance and faith, getting baptised as a believer, is the next step in our journey
of discipleship following Jesus. Jesus himself made the link between discipleship
and baptism in Matthew 28 v19. So what are you waiting for? We’d love to talk
to you about getting baptised here at Grace Church.

what about becoming a member of grace
church?

Getting baptised and membership belong together. Looking again at the
book of Acts. We see disciples being baptised and becoming part of the
church. In Acts 2 for example 3,000 were “added to their number” having
responded to the gospel and been baptised.

You will find out more about membership in our “Looking at Membership”
booklet, which you can pick up from the Welcome Area on a Sunday or
download it at: www.gracechurchnottingham.org.
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what about a child who is asking about
being baptised?

We are happy to explore baptism with a child who is asking about being
baptised if they are brought by a guardian who is a member of Grace Church
and the child is committed to their Sunday group.

We want them to be sure of what they are doing so we will look at the gospel
and the meaning of baptism with them together with their parent/guardian to
determine the child’s understanding and prepare them for baptism.
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appendix 1 - why do we baptise by full
immersion?

Looking at the biblical passages above it is clear that baptism follows faith in
Christ but what about the method of baptism? Here are some reasons why we
practice baptism by full immersion.

1. The meaning of the word

Our English word “Baptism” is actually a transliteration from the Greek. This
means when the first English Bible translations were being written, the Greek
word ‘baptizo’, unlike other Greek words, was not translated into English, rather
a new English word (Baptism) was created. When we use the word “baptise”,
“baptism” or “baptised” we are speaking Greek.

We've already seen the Greek word “Baptizo” means to submerge immerse
plunge or dunk. It would be the word to describe the action of a jug being
plunged into a container of water to fill it up or a boat that had sunk. So
whenever anyone speaks about baptism it rightly always means immersion. To
talk about “baptism by sprinkling” would literally mean “immersion by sprinkling”
which makes little sense.

2. The Jewish practice of baptism

For a non-Jew to become a member of the Jewish community they would need
to be baptised. In front of 3 witnesses a Gentile would publically renounce their
pagan past, confess their faith in the God of Israel and then be baptised by
immersion.
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3. John’s practice of baptism

John the Baptist adopted the Jewish practice of baptism and applied it to
Jews themselves, preaching a message of repentance to prepare the way for
the coming Messiah Jesus. He was sent “to baptize with water” (John 1 v 33)
and chose a place “at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water”.
(John 3 v 23)

Jesus himself was baptised by John by immersion in the river Jordan. Mark
writes “As Jesus was coming up out of the water he saw heaven being torn
open...” (Mark 1 v 10 italics added)

4. The early church practice of baptism

In Acts 8 v 38-39 it records the baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch where “both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.” And
then “they came up out of the water”, so the early church continued the practice
of baptism by immersion as they had understood it and practiced it with Jesus.

5. The apostles’ teaching

Paul uses baptism in Romans 6 to describe our death, burial and resurrection
with Jesus through faith. It's not difficult to see the only method fulfilling these
pictures is immersion. Our going into the water pictures our death, then burial
under the water and finally resurrection up out of the water picturing the new life
we have with Christ through faith in Him.
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appendix 2 - what about infant baptism®?

To become a member of Grace Church you will need to have been baptised as
a believer by full immersion. You will find that some churches do not teach or
practice believer's baptism and instead baptise infants. Maybe you were
christened as a child and you are now asking questions about baptism and
membership at Grace Church.

1. The paedobaptist argument

This appendix takes a look at the Paedobaptist view (“Paido” means child and is
derived from the Greek “pais”) and explains why we do not hold this position.

a. Circumcision equated with baptism

Those who baptise infants equate circumcision from the Old Testament
with baptism in the New Testament.

Circumcision was the covenant sign given to Abraham in Genesis 17 of
membership of God’s people. God said to Abraham:

“For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old
must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought
with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. Whether
born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circum-
cised.” (Genesis 17 v12-13).

The argument follows like this:

i. Circumcision was administered to all (male) children as an outward
sign of belonging to the people of God in the Old Testament.

ii. In the New Testament baptism is the outward sign of membership
of the people of God. Linking circumcision and baptism in Colossians,

Paul writes:
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2.

“In him [Christ] you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the
sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but
with the circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in
baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God,
who raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2 v11-12)

iii. The argument for infant baptism concludes that just as circumcision
was administered to the children of those who were members of God’s peo-
ple in the Old Testament so baptism should be administered to children of
believing parents as an outward sign of belonging to the people of God
under the new covenant.

b. Household baptisms in the New Testament

Additionally, household baptisms in Acts are pointed to as evidence for the
practice of infant baptism in the New Testament where, it is argued, the in-
clusion of children is implied.

Why we don’t hold this position

Whilst circumcision and baptism have similarities there are also significant
differences.

a. New Testament people of God defined by faith
Under the old covenant made with Abraham circumcision was for all (male)

children born to Jewish parents. However, circumcision was also to be ad-
ministered to foreigners and slaves within the land. Faith was not the issue.

Even though true circumcision was recognised as something spiritual
and inward, if you weren't physically circumcised you were considered
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to be outside of the covenant community. Likewise, if you were circum-
cised, this was the sign of belonging to God’s people; it hinged on the
physical external sign.

When we look at the New Testament however, we do not find a covenant
community made up of believers and “non-believers” (whether believers
children or relatives and servants in their household). The only covenant
people referred to is the Church, “a chosen people” who once ... had not
received mercy but now ... have received mercy.” (1Peter 1 v9-10)

Becoming part of this community is through an inward work of God, being
born again and adopted into God’s family by faith rather than an outward,
involuntary and physical sign - whether circumcision or baptism.

b. We are living under the new covenant

This contrast between the physical Israel in the Old Testament (made up
of those who had faith and those who didn’t) and “spiritual Israel” (where
all know God through faith) in the New Testament is the fulfiiment of
God’s promise through prophets like Jeremiah.

God’s promise was that one day he would make a new covenant putting
His “law in their minds and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and
they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbour or a man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,' because they will all know
me" (Jeremiah 31 v33-34)

Circumcision was the sign of entry into the old covenant physical commu-
nity and administered to all, regardless of inward faith. By contrast, the
new covenant sign of entry into the “they will all know me” people that
God promised through Jeremiah, is baptism. It should therefore only
be administered to those who are believers.
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c. Baptism & circumecision linked in colossians?

If we read these words in context we find that Paul is not talking about
physical circumcision which would include believers and non-believers,
but rather he is using the imagery of spiritual circumcision.

“In him [Christ] you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful
nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the cir-
cumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and
raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him
from the dead.” (Colossians 2 v11-12)

This, he says, is “done by Christ” and involves “putting off of the sinful na-
ture” and being “raised with him through faith” resulting in us being “in
Christ” — Paul’s favourite way of describing someone who is saved.

He is therefore talking about those who already have faith and are there-
fore believers. Their conversion is linked to their baptism which proclaims
the death of their old life (being buried under the water) and resurrection
with Christ (being raised up out of the water) to a new life with him through
faith.

Colossians 2 v11-12 is, writes one commentator, “not a good basis to ar-
gue that Paul thinks baptism corresponds to circumcision. In that text,
Paul uses circumcision as a metaphor for conversion and then associates

baptism with that conversion.” 2

d. What about household baptisms in acts?

There are occasions when households were baptised in Acts but we see
the same pattern as throughout the book, that they believed first. For
example Acts 18:
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“Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the
Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were
baptized.” (Acts 18 v8)

Again in Acts 16 the Philippian Jailer and his whole family “had come to
believe in God” and were baptised:

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your house-
hold. ... immediately he and all his family were baptized. ... he was filled
with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole
family.” (Acts 16 v31)
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infant baptism summary

° Circumcision is the old covenant sign God gave to Abraham .

° Believers like Abraham, and those who had no faith — e.g. eight day old
babies, were all circumcised.

o A “new” covenant, where all would have a personal relationship with God,
was promised by the prophets. (E.g. Jeremiah 31 v33-34)

° Jesus brought the fulfilment of the new covenant promise. (E.g. 1 Corin-
thians 11.25)

° God’s people are now not defined physically by a sign (circumcision) but
by faith.

° Faith in Jesus brings people into the people of God and under the new
covenant.

° Baptism is the new covenant sign that someone’s sins have been washed
away.

o Jesus therefore commissions us to make disciples and baptise them.

So the first disciples preached the good news of Jesus and called for a response
of repentance and faith. Those who responded were baptised — whether in re-
sponse to Peter’s preaching on the day of Pentecost or to Phillip’s explanation of
the gospel to the Ethiopian Eunuch or Paul's correctional teaching to the
Ephesian disciples.?

They were following Jesus’ commission to them and to us to make disciples,
baptising and teaching them, establishing Spirit filled kingdom communities with
the message of Jesus that transforms lives. (Matthew 20 v19-20)

“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins
away, calling on his name.” (Acts 22 v16)

00000
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Further reading: Grudem, Systematic Theology. IVP p966 - p984

Footnotes

' You could also compare with these further examples:
The Ethiopian official being baptised — Acts 8 v36-38
Paul being baptized - Acts 9 v18 22 v11-16
Cornelius being baptized - Acts 10 v47-48
Lydia and her household being baptized - Acts 16 v13-15
Corinthians being baptized - Acts 18 v8
Ephesians being baptized - Acts 19 v5

2 Moo NIV Application Commentary Romans p154

% Acts 2 v38, 8 v34-39, 19 v1-7

notes
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notes
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x appendix 3 - Looking At Baptism

name: I00000000000000000000000000
st orm 01/ 001/ CTI0

%wmsDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
EDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

post coce: 000 0000

EmmDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
EDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

e OO HOOOOO0
i Which Midweek Group (if any) are you attending?

i Please post this application form in the box at the Welcome Area on a Sunday or
E to the office address overleaf.
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